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SUBJECT: AVEROFF STRESSES GREEK DETERMINATION TO DEFEND 
AEGEAN ISLANDS 

REF: ATHENS 7134 

1 . DEFENSE MINISTER AVEROFF CONCLUDED HIS INSPECTION TOUR 
OF THE AEGENA ISLANDS (REFTEL) ON AUGUST 6. THE THEME OF HIS 
REMARKS DURING THE SECOND AND THIRD DAYS OF HIS TOUR WAS 
GREECE'S DETERMINATION, AND ABILITY, TO DEFEND ITS ISLAND 
TERRITORY WHILE SEEKING A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT TO ITS DISPUTES 
WITH TURKEY. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 ATHENS 07333 081357Z 


2. ADDRESSING NATIONAL GUARD AND GENDARMERIE PERSONNEL ON 
LIMNOS AUGUST 6, AVEROFF WAS REPORTED AS SAYING: "WE HAVE 
NEVER CONSIDERED THE AEGEAN TO BE A GREEK LAKE. BUT NO ONE 
CAN IGNORE THE FACT THAT NATURE HAS PLANTED IT WITH OVER 
2,000 ISLANDS WHICH, SINCE HISTORY BEGAN, HAVE BEEN INHABITED 
BY GREEKS." 
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3. LATER THAT DAY, ON HIS RETURN TO ATHENS, AVEROFF TOLD 
NEWSMEN THAT IN SPITE OF THE DIFFICULTIES POSED BY THEIR 
LOCATION AND NUMBER HE WA SATISFIED THAT THE ISLANDS HAD 

BEEN STRENGTHENED SUFFICIENTLY SO THAT THEY CAN ALL BE EFFECTIVELY 
DEFENDED. WHY AND HOW IS GREECE’S BUSINESS, HE POINTED OUT, 

AND THOSE WHO HAVE CONTRARY VIEWS DO NOT KNOW THE FACTS. 

CITING FLOURISHING ECONOMIES ON THE LARGER ISLANDS, HE COMMENTED 
THAT THEIR INHABITANTS ARE OBVIOUSLY NOT CONCERNED ABOUT THEIR 
SECURITY. 

4. AVEROFF CONCLUDED HIS REMARKS BY LAUDING THE EFFORTS OF 
LOCAL DEFENSE FORCES ON THE ISLANDS. WHILE EXPRESSING THE 
STRONG HOPE THAT PRIME MINISTER CARAMANLIS' EFFORTS TO PROMOTE 
A PEACEFUL SOLUTION IN THE AEGEAN WILL BE SUCCESSFUL, HE 

WARNED "SHOULD ANYONE ATTEMPT TO SET FOOT ON ANY CORNER OF GREEK 
TERRITORY HE WILL BITTERLY REGRET IT." 

5. AVEROFF’S STATEMENTS AND HIS TOUR OF THE ISLANDS WERE 
GIVEN PROMINENT COVERAGE BY NATIONAL RADIO AND TELEVISION AND 
IN THE AUGUST 7 PRESS, WHICH WAS OTHERWISE DOMINATED BY 
PREPARATIONS FOR PRESIDENT MAKARIOS' FUNERAL. 
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